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CONSIDERATIONS, &c. 
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7 Þ this important criſis, every man who 
loves his Country will feel himſelf 
bound to contribute towards its defence. — 
The armed Aſſociations, entered into with 
ſo much cheerfulneſs, are certainly a ſtrong 
indication of the juſt ſentiments of the Pub- 
lic; and the zeal with which the Clergy 
have, in moſt inſtances, concurred to pro- 
mote the general good, entitles them to 
commendation. The propriety however of 
their actually bearing arms, and appearing 
in military array, ſeems to be very queſ- 
tionable; and much doubt may be raiſed 
whether it be not a meaſure of very perni- 
cious tendency, 


It is the genius of the new philoſophy to 
aboliſh every diſcrimination of character 
and profeſſion ; and many are imperceptibly 
influenced by its maxims, who have not 
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profeſſedly adopted its principles. In no 
point of view does the miſchief of this 
ſcheme appear more conſpicuous, than in 
its influence upon every thing which has re- 
ference to Religion. The character of its 
Miniſters in particular, is of high conſe- 
quence to the general effect of Religion; 
and whatever tends to make them forget the 
diſcriminating peculiarities of their profeſ- 
ſion, or to place them in a condition dit- 
ferent from what is eſſential to the ſanctity 
of their official engagements, proportion- 
ably favours the prevailing neglect of Reli- 
gion, which all good men ſeriouſly deplore. 


As to the fitneſs of the Clergy ſerving in a 


military capacity, the negative may be 


ſtrongly inferred from the expreſs command 
of God reſpecting the Jewiſh Prieſthood ;— 
from the general character and manners of 
the Clergy in the beſt ages of the Chriſtian 
Church ;—and from the exemptions granted 
by the Legiſlature of this kingdom to the 
Miniſters of Religion in general, from thoſe 
ſervices in their own perſons, which have 


been deemed inconſiſtent with their religious 
duties. | No- 
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Nothing can be more explicit than the 
divine injunction to Moſes, as recorded in 
the firſt chapter of the Book of Numbers. — 
Moſes was directed to number from twenty 
years old and upwards, all that were able 
to go forth to war in Iſrael. The ſum of 
the number of perſons in the ſeveral families 
and tribes was accordingly taken (v. g.). 
But the Levites were not numbered amongſt 
them. © For the Lord had ſpoken unto Moſes, 
* ſaying, only thou ſhalt not number the tribe 
* of Levi, neither take the ſum of them among 
* the children of 1ſracl: But thou ſhalt ap- 
* hont the Levites over lhe Tabernacle of the 
% Teſlimony. (v. 47—50.).—lt appears from 
this injunction, that the diſcrimen rerum 
divinarum et humanarum was, even in war, 
to be ſcrupulouſly preſerved; and that the 
Miniſters of Religion were to be employed 
in thoſe ſervices only, which continued to 
call the general attention to that reverence 
which 1s due to the Divine Majeſty.—I am 
aware it will be ſaid, that the Jewiſh cœco- 
nomy was ceremonial ; and that its obliga- 
tion is now aboliſhed :—Both which are rea- 

dily granted. But, it is ſtill maintained, 
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that the character attached to the Miniſters 
of the true Religion, and the perpetual ob- 
ligations they are under, never to relinquiſh 
the duties, nor depart from the decorum of 
that character, are equally binding, by what- 
ever ritual their miniſterial functions are 
performed, whether ceremonial or evange- 
lical. —In the matter of bearing arms, and 
ſerving in a military capacity; Divine Wiſ- 
dom thought fit to make the diſtinction, by 
a particular injunction, in the only inſtance 
in which God expreſsly eſtabliſhed his true 
worſhip amongſt a people as a Nation, and 
who that believes the authority of divine 
revelation can entertain a doubt of the pro- 
priety of that diſtinction ? 


The qualifications of Chriſtian Miniſters 
are given us at large in the Epiſtles to Ti- 


mothy and Titus; and they are ſuch as are 


very remote from admitting the poſſibility 
of an accommodation to military engage- 
ments. From the time when the Goſpel 
was firſt preached unto the world, it en- 
dured for three centuries the fury and per- 
ſecution of the civil power, Its Miniſters, 
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eminent for their piety, their charity, and 
their diligence, were marked as the victims 
of the moſt malignant cruelty. Yet the 
Chriſtian Religion continued to gain ground; 
though it had no arms of defence but the 
faith,--the prayers,--and the patient ſufferings 
of thoſe who embraced it. In this ſtate of 
things it ſeems moſt probable, that thoſe 
were ſelected for the ſacred miniſtry who 
were not ſubject to military ſervice. We 
do not find that any of the Clergy, either 
of the eaſtern or weſtern Church, were queſ- 
tioned upon that account. Many of them 
ſuffered death for the faith of Chriſt, but 
they were never called upon to bear arms ; 
and we are ſure that their ſentiments and 
manners were very remote from thoſe which 
became men engaged in military ſervices. 
The Faithful, however, were enjoined by 
Apoſtolic authority to be obedicnt to the 
civil Magiſtrate, in all things which did not 
intrench upon their Chriſtian obligations, 
and to pray for Kings, and for all that were 
in authority. 


But though the Religion of Chriſt did 
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not make its entrance into the world as a 
national Religion; yet there was nothing in 
its principles or in its duties inconſiſtent 
with that relation: nay, it was evidently 
calculated to ſecure and meliorate the Go- 
vernment, and to improve the condition of 
the ſubject; and when it was adopted by 
the civil power, it actually did produce theſe 
effects. The Imperial authority alſo received 
the Miniſters of Chriſt under its protection, 
and granted them ſuch immunities and pri- 
vileges, as were analogous to thoſe granted 
by God to the Prieſthood of a Religion 
eſtabliſned by himſelf. Whatever abuſes 
thoſe immunities and privileges ſuffered in 
the lapſe of ages, theſe aroſe from the faults $ 
of unworthy individuals, and not from the 7? 
original conſtitution, It was not however 
till Gothic ignorance and barbariſm ha 
overſpread the weſtern empire, and the pa- 
pal tyranny had eſtabliſhed its dominion, 
that we have any traces of military Eccleh- 
aſtics. When that was the caſe, the influ- 
ence of Chriſtianity was very partial and de- 
fective. It did indeed, in many inſtances, 
controul the ferocity of a barbarous people; 
but 
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but in other reſpects it was conſtrained to 
give place to their manners. Under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances it is not ſurpriſing to find ſome, 
who bore the character of Ambaſſadors of 
the Prince of Peace, following the hoſtile 
banner, clad in the armour, and unſheath- 
ing the ſword of the warrior. But theſe were 
ſad aberrations from their proper character; 
and they have been induſtriouſly held forth 
by the enemies of our holy Faith, to the 
diſhonour of the Clergy, and to the preju— 
dice of the Chriſtian profeſſion, 


By the Laws and Cuſtoms of this King- 
dom, Clergymen are exempted from Civil 
Othces, ſuch as thoſe of Conſtable, Tything- 
man, and the like. The general ſenſe of 
the Legiſlature ſeems to be, that thoſe Ci- 
vil Offices which require any violence 
or coertion in the execution of them, do 
not comport with the character of men, 
whoſe weapons are of a ſpiritual nature, 
and are deſigned to operate by perſuaſion 
and example only, upon the underſtandings 
and conſciences of mankind. But though 
the civil condition of Chriſtian Miniſters 

| may 
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may be changed by the protection of the 
State, it was never implied by that protec- 
tion that they were leſs bound, or that they 


. were to conſider themſelves as leſs bound to 


act in the ſame temper, and conform to the 
ſame manners, which adorned their early 


predeceſſors in the Chriſtian Church, 


Now from all this it ſeems to follow very 
clearly, that the Eccleſiaſtical and Military 
characters are incompatible 1n the ſame per- 
ſon; and that to aſſume the latter, 1s in fact 
tacitly to abdicate the former. 


It will perhaps be aſked, are the Clergy 


then to do nothing towards tho defence and 


ſupport of the Government, which takes 
them under its protection, and grants them 
their civil privileges? Are they to be inac- 
tive, when their Country is in danger of a 
violent attack from an enemy, who threat- 
ens it with deſtruction ?—Moſt certainly, 
under ſuch circumſtances and ſuch obliga- 
tions, they are bound to act—and to act with 
vigour. 'They are not to flinch from danger 
in the hour of difficulty; but they are ſtill 
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to act officially. This was the direction of 
God by Moſes; © And it ſhall be when ye 
are come nigh unto the ballle, that the Prieſt 
* ſhall approach and ſpeak unto the people, 
* and ſhall ſay unto them, Hear, O 1frael, ye 
* approach this day unto the battle againſt 
* your enemies ; let not your heart faint, fear 
* not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terri- 
* fied becauſe of them: For the Lord your 
* God ts he that goeth with you to fight for 
* you againſt your enemies to ſave you,” (Deut. 
Xx. 2, 3, 4.)—The proper duties of the 


Chriſtian Miniſter are not to be intermitted. 


They are to be ſeriouſly diſcharged even 
amidſt the buſtle and anxiety of military 
preparations. They are then peculiarly re- 
quiſite to preſerve in the minds of men that 
reverence of the Divine Majeſty—that ſenſe 
of the ſpirit and duties of Chriſtianity, which 
will not fail to controul and counteract even 
the miſeries of war. The Clergy ſhould 
moreover be ready to undertake any of thoſe 
numerous duties and othces, however labo- 
rious or perilous, which perſons not in the 
actual uſe of arms may diſcharge for the 
public good. They may, if circumſtances 

require, 
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require, continue at their reſpective reſi- 
dences to ſecure or remove property in dan- 
ger of falling into the hands of the enemy, 
as mentioned in the Second Article of the 
Propoſals printed by authority. They may 
aſſiſt in the removal of the inhabitants; and 
be employed on various other occaſions in 
which their knowledge may be of general 
or local utility. All this may be done with- 
out abdicating for a moment their official 
character; and may be ſo managed, as to 
promote the beſt objects of their miniſtry, 
by communicating inſtruction, conſolation, 
or encouragement of a religious nature, un- 
der circumſtances the moſt preſſing upon in- 


dividuals. 


When Dr. Burnet (aſterwards Biſhop of 
Saliſbury), with a full conviction of the ha- 
zard of the undcrtaking to himſelf in partt- 
cular, attended the Prince of Orange (after- 
wards King William the Third) to England, 
he attended him as his Chaplain. On the 
arrival of the Prince in London, the care of 
the Roman Catholics was committed to the 


Doctor, to protect them from the outrage of 
the 
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the populace. This was an office conſiſtent 
with his character as a Clergyman, and cer- 
tainly as conducive to the public tranquilli- 
ty, as if he had mounted guard at the gate 
of St. James's or of Whitehall, Much more 
proper, it is conceived, was ſuch a line of 
action, than that of ſome leſs ſcrupulous 
Dignitaries, who have occaſionally exchang- 
ed the Lawn for the military Scarlet ; with- 
out perhaps reflecting on the obligations of 
their profeſſion in all its bearings, or conſi- 
dering the dangerous tendency of ſuch ex- 
amples. 


If at any time it becomes the Clergy of 
the Chriſtian Church to attend to the obliga- 
tions of their profeſſion, and in every reſpect 
to act accordingly, Ah is the moment. They 
ought to know, that if in any reſpect they 
deviate from the rules of decorum, many 
who ſeem pleaſed with them on that account, 
are on other occaſions forward to avow their 
contempt of the whole Order—their dilap- 
probation of its privileges, —and their hatred 
of Chriſtianity itſelf. The firſt ſtep taken by 


the French Convention towards ſuppreſſing 
the 
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the public profeſſion of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, was to blend the Clergy indiſcrimi- 
nately with the mals of other citizens; and 
to this end they inhibited Eccleſiaſtics from 
appearing publicly in any official habit. 
Should the judgments of God permit that 
People to prevail here, we have almoſt ſaved 
them the trouble of ſuch an inhibition. The 
> WA general diſuſe of the Clerical habit—and 
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that even upon ſome public occaſions, will 
be conſidered by many, it is to be feared, 
as a ſymptom of greater indifference to the 
more eſſential parts of the character than 
formerly prevailed ; and not an indication 
that they are now more ſeriouſly attended 
to. It will afford a ſad preſage of the ap- 
proaching ruin of any particular branch of 
the Chriſtian Church, if thoſe who ſhould 
principally promote its beſt intereſts become 
| indifferent to any of the proper diſcrimina- 
| tions of their character; or adopt ſuch mea- 
| ſures in defence of their profeſſion, as favour 
the ſchemes of their enemies who with for its 


| 
1 5 
| annihilation. 


ll By what means it may pleaſe God to 
Nl purge the Church of Chriſt from that ſpirit 
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of indifference and irreligion which fo gene- 
rally prevails, is at preſent hidden from us. 
But we know that thoſe, who have neglect- 
ed or abuſed their privileges whether civil 
or religious, have been frequently puniſhed 
by the loſs of them. Let not the Clergy of 
this nation contribute through incogitancy, 
towards bringing forward ſuch a calamity : 
But let them in theſe perilous times aſſert 
their true character, and by the grace of 
God emulate the devotion, the piety, the 
fortitude which diſtinguiſhed thoſe holy men 
who ſuſtained the violence of Pagan perſe- 
cution ; and of thoſe, who, when the Goths, 
the Vandals, and the Huns ravaged the Ro- 
man Empire, endured that ſhock of barba- 
ric outrage, which for a ſeaſon almoſt ſup- 
preſſed the profeſſion of our moſt holy Reli- 
gion. In due time the Faith of Chriſt will 
prevail in its genuine purity ; and againſt 
the Church of Chriſt the gates of Hell ſhall 
not ultimately prevail, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


WHEN the aforegoing Conſiderations 
were prepared for the Preſs, the public Pa- 
pers announced that the Right Reverend 
the Biſhops had ſignified, that they judged 
it improper for Clergymen to enroll them- 
ſelves in Volunteer Corps, or accept of a 
military Commiſſion.— Their Lordſhips de- 
ſerve the thanks of every Friend of the 
Church of England for declaring ſo ſeaſon- 
ably their diſapprobation of a meaſure, 
which, it was to be feared, might in ſome 
diſtricts have become too prevalent ; and 
would certainly have operated to the gene- 
ral prejudice of Chriſtianity. 
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